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A     M  £  Itt  O  I  R 


IN  BEHALF  OF  THE 


SEMINARY  OF  MONTREAL,  IN  CANADA, 


TO  PROVE  THE 


LEUALITV  OF  ITS  ESTABLISMENT  AND  POSSESSIONS 
IN   THAT  PROVINCE. 


""iiniiiriEIliiMiiiiiii 


*  ( 


Tr.  ?  •?  -'7"^''  H^  sufiicent  to  justify  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  in 
leteml.ng.ts  nghts ;  but,  reports  having' been  accredited  against  the 
egality  of  that  possession,  it  becomes  a  duty  on  tiie  part  of  the  Seminary 

to  make  known   the  nature  of  its  title.  cumiai^, 

Alitliath:is  been  advanced  against  this  Estabhshment.  may  be  reduced 

o  a  demal,  u,  the  1st  place  of  its  legal  existence  as  a  Body  Corporate:  and 

pmpert  ^^       '''    '  ''''''''  ^'''  ^'"''"''^  consequently  has  to  its 

.vi!iH.r''''"''?"'/''r  ^''f •"^''''. ''^ ''"''^  '"  °PI^"^^  t^'^  '"ost  satisfactory 
evidence  ,  and,  it  the  subject  be  not  one  of  general  interest,  it  deeply 
concerns,  at  least,  the  Province  of  Canada,  which  reaps  from  this  SeE 
nary  the  most  important  advantages  iu  respect  to  its  poor,  its  hospitals, 
ts  colleges,  schools,  rchgious  instruction,  aud  the  welfare  of  the  Indian 
pupufiitiuii. 

_    In  the  first  place,  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  is  ofancien;  foundation- 
.t   was    established  in  1677.  b/ Letters  Patent,    enrolled    n  riiiXr    Z^\ 
Council  the -0th  September  of  that  year,  a   Copy   of  which  Euro  men     iS   o  • 
|s  preserved    in    the  Archives  of  the  Seminary,  /eciting.    ^^  the  ucmanT^' 

M.  Ufcvrcthat  the  Letters  Patent  J  or  cstMshmg  a  iemmry  of  Eedi 

suistmm  the  hland  of  Montreal,  he  registered."  [a J 

'llicre  is  the  copy  also  of  an  Enrolment  in  the  year  I717,  of  Letters  Pi 
l/"/v''v'«       '"  '?•'.>•  C"!Porting  to  be  ^' at  the  reouest  >./ the  Ecclesiastic, 
«/  theSemnunii  of  ^t.  .Suljnce,  tstahUshed at  nile^Aru;  Lords  and  Pnwn- 
etcrs  thereof-     and  there  is  likewise  the  Copy  of  an  Kniuiment  in  17I8 
ot  tiie  same  Letters  Patent,  purporting  to  be  granted  to  "Messrs.  the  Ec- 
clesiastics 0/  the  Seminar ij  of  St.  Suljjice,  estahlished  in  this  '.'own." 

In  the  collection  of  Canadian  Laws,  p.  2S*;,   we  liiul  the    Seminary   of 

i^JTril;;::  <:r  iy:;s  ■" "'''' ""'  ■"  '"^^''^•^'  -^  '^ ''«-" -mined 

^l!,*Jr..VriM('an.-h'',  '^^•'-^'i;fi'"7\,-'''  llH^  C'uugrrsuiou  ..I"  S,.  Snl,,i,r  i,i  France,    w.rc  sent  to 

r  irr:^  ,1;;  7s;  ;!;:!;:;r'::^- :^- --- ■  T.x\^Tad:^7t  t^ 


The  iluiation,  then,  of  the  EataWishment  at  ISIontrt-al,  proves  its 
ic'^aluy  ;-~ls^  Because  the  Declaration  of  1743,  contains  (in  Art.  9,)  an 
express  exception  in  favour  of  establishments  then  existing  \\\  Canada; 
and  'Idly,  Because  by  the  Frencii  Laws,  anterior  to  the  Edict  of  1749, 
Seminaries  were  exempted  from  the  necessity  of  producing  Letters  Patent 
to  prove  their  establishment.  Such  is  the  ordinance  of  1659,  which  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  registered  with  this  express  exception  as  to  Semi- 
naries;  and  such  also  is  the  ordinance  of  16'66.  In  Canada,  therefore, 
where  the  Edict  of  1749  is  not  in  force,  Letters  Patent  to  prove  the  legal 
establishment  of  the  Seminary  of  Montreal,  need  not  be  produced  ;  although 
such  production  would  be  easy  if  required;  and  whereas  the  duration  of 
this  I'.stablishmcnt  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  would  suHice  to  make  good 
its  title :  {Daraiid.  Diet,  de  Dt.  Canon.  T.  12.  p.  3J3.)  the  Seminary  of 
Alontreal  can  claim  an  uninterrupted  continuance  for  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  forty,  from  the  date  of  its  foundation,  in  1677. 

This  Seminary  has  clearly  then,  a  legal  existence  ;  1*/,  Because  it  conies 
M'ithin  the  exception  of  Art.  9,  of  the  Declaration  of  1743  ;  My,  Be- 
cause  Seminaries  are  not  obliged  to  produce  Letters  Patent  to  prove  their 
establishment;  and,  3dly,  Because  its  duration  previous  to  1743,  had  ex- 
ceeded by  far  the  period  of  30  years. 
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The  legality  of  the  Establishment  at  Montreal,  is  further  proved  by  the 
formal  recognition  thereof  by  the  Bishops  of  Quebec,  who  annexed  the 
perpetual  advowsons  of  several  parishes  to  the  Seminary,  even  as  early  as 
1678,  that  is,  only  one  year  subsequent  to  its  foundation  ;  -and  can  it  be 
supposed,  that  the  Bishops  of  Quebec  would  have  thus  acted,  had  there 
been  any  doubt  on  such  a  subject  ?  Tor  who  were  better  acquainted  with 
tiie  constitution  of  Seminaries,  than  Bishops,  specially  authorized  under 
the  old  French  Government  to  settle  and  endow  such  Establishments  ; 
and  more  particularly  with  respect  to  a  Seminary,  which  in  1678  had  existed 
but  one  year  ? 


The  legal  existence  of  the  Establishment  at  Montreal,  is  again  proved, 
by  the  repeated  recognitions  thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Superiors  of 
St.  Sulpice,  nt  Paris,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  as  to  the  legality  or 
otherwise  of  their  respective  Foundations,  and  still  less  oi  that  at  Mon- 
treal, which  they  had  been  commissioned  by  the  King  bimselt  to  esta- 
blish.  By  the  Archives  of  the  Seminary  it  appears,  that  the  Superiors  of 
St.  Sulpice,  in  1696,  made  over  to  it  a  considerable  sum,  to  be  placed  out 
on  perpetual  rent  charges;  and,  finally,  in  1764,  under  au  Article  ot  the 
Treaty,  they  ceded  to  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  all  right  and  title  they 
might  have  to  any  possessions  in  Canada.— Is  it  to  be  supposed,  they 
would  have  made  a  cession    of  this  extent,   to   a   Community  illegally 

established  r  [n]  „  •      1    i     1       1 

The  superiors  of  St.  Sulpice  at  Paris,  had  again  so  far  recognized  the  legal 
*tciMciKT  oflhe  Seminary  at  Montreal,  that  in  1693,  they  petitioned  the 
King  to  annex  to  it  tlie  privileges  and  emoluments  belonging  to  the 
HtgiRtiy;  and  in  170C,  they  petitioned  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  con- 
firm  to  this  establishmeiit  the  perpetual  advowsons  before  mentioned. 

The  legality  of  the  csiablislimcnt  at  Montreal  is  fuiihcr  proved  by  the  acts 
'V*'"""!'     of  the  civil  authorities  in  Canada. 

;,ll;,r,:;;:'  Ut,   Bythc  court  ..f  Montreal,  a.ul  the   Higher  Ccuncil,  as  appears  in 

CaimJa.       their  several  acts  of  Enrolment,  particularly  in  that  of  the  L,  Iters  1  atent, 

r.,1  Tht  cr-sinr.  wu»  mutual  with  rr^jK^tt  to  Siiii-ieian  properly  in  Fr»ncc  ami  Caiuul^i  ;  aii.J  to  render  u 
jmriiuwi olihi!. .listription  leg*',  w  U'lttn,  I'uient, or  Uccme,  «cr«  rciiuireJ  ly  Uk'  1  tuicU  i.iu . 


% 


for  annexing  to  tlie  seminary  the  advovsons,  and  in  which  it  is  stated,  that 
the  paiishes'in  (juestion,  "  are  united  lo,  and  incorporated  with,  t  lie  Seminar  1/ 
of  St.  Sulpicj,  established  at  Montreal" 

(Idly,  \\y  the  grant  made  hy  the  Governor  and  Intendant  in  1717,  of  the 
lordsiiip  of  "  Le  Luc,  to  ike  Ecclesiastics  of  the  seminar ij  of  St.  Sulpice,  cstu- 
hlislicd  at  Montreal,"  the  ratification  of  wliich  grunt,  by  the  congregation 
of  St.  Sulpice  at  Paris,  was  simply  to  preserve  the  accustomed  sub- 
ordination in  religious  bodies,  and  did  notliinder  the  (rovernor  trom  con- 
sidering the  Seminary  as  a  Community  so  far  Icgalizetl,  as  to  be  fully  ca- 
pable of  liolding  the  Signory  or  Lordship  in  (jiicstioii. 

3(//y,  IJy  the  notification  of  the  ()i<linances  uf  ITS'i  and  1/43,  (touching 
moriniains)  to  the  Seminary  of  Montreal,  considered,  tiierefore,  as  a  mort- 
main community. 


I 


The  legality  of  the  establishment  at  Montreal  is  again  proved  by  a  great      sm  Prcof. 
variety  of  Royal  Acts,  copies  of  whicii  are  carefully  preserved  among  its    jiecosnition 

,      ,  .■'  •'  '  liy  the  King 

Archives.  .       ,  .  ,     ,     t^-         cr-  ot  Frwica, 

Ist,  By  Letters  termed  "deTerrier;'  of  16.95,  in  which  the  King  of  France 
formally  recognizes,  that  a  Community  of  the  congregation  ot  St.  Sulpice, 
had  been  established  at  Montreal,  and  that  the  donation  in  1663,  to 
the  house  of  St.  Sulpice  in  France,  had  been  expressly  made  for  esta- 
blishing the  same. 

Qdli,  By  Letters  (de  Terrier)  in  1724,  in  which  the  King  recognizes  a 
Community  of  Ecclesiastics  established  under  his  own  sanction,  at  Mon- 
trcal,  by  the  congregation  of  St.  Sulpice  in  France. 

3dli/,  By  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Registrar,  with  the  rights  and  emo- 
luments belonging  to  the  same,  and  the  recognition  of  the  Regtstrt/,is  be- 
longing to  '*  the  Ecclesiastics  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  established  m  the 
Island  of  A  font  real."  ,     r-    1    ■ 

Athlu.  By  the  Edict  of  1693,  in  which  is  made  mention  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tics of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  established  in  the  Inland  of  Montreal,"  of 
the  jurisdiction  and  profit'  of  their  Manorial  Courts  and  Signories,  and  of 
their  right  to  appoint  the  Registrar,  and  to  enjoy  the  emoluments  ot  the 
Registry.  ,    ,, 

bthltf,  By  the  Decree  of  the  Council  of  State,  15th  May,  1702,  tor  an- 
nexing the  perpetual  advowsons  of  the  Parishes  before  mentioned,  to  the 
Seminary  of  Montreal,  and  which,  after  reciting  tlrot". he  Eccleswstics  of 
St.  Sulpice  had  established  the  Seminary  by  virtue  of  the  Letters  Patent  of 
1677,  states,  that  in  annexing  the  advowsons  of  these  parishes  to  the  semi- 
nary, the  King's  pleasure  was,  that  they  should  be  yerved  by  such  Eccle- 
siastics thereof,  as  should  be  named  by  the  Superior  for  the  lime  being,  ot 
that  establishment.  . 

6tlily,  By  the  Utters  Patent  of  June,  1702,  in  which  it  is  recited,  tliat 
the  congregation  of  St.  Sulpice  had  established  a  Community  and  Semi- 
nary at  Montreal ;  and  the  King  declares  therein,  that  the  parishes  m 
iiuestion  "  shall  remain  united  to,  and  incorporated  with,  the  Seminary  oj  the 
Ecclesiastics  of  St.  Sulpice,  established  at  Ville-Marie.  Here  then  is  a 
Community  established  by  virtue  of  Letters  Patent,  and  to  which  are  an- 
nexed, by  Royal  authority,  the  perpetual  advowsons  of  divers  parishes  : 
—Surely,  no  stronger  evidence  can  be  adduced,  of  the  legal  existence  of  a 
corporate  body.  . 

7thly,  By  tiie  Decree  of  the  Council  of  State  in  1716,  m  which  the  king 

directs,  that  "  an  impost  o/"2000  livres  shall  be  levied  on  the  seminary  of  St, 

Sulpice,  established  at  Montreal,  of  xctiich  loxcn,  as  well  as  of  the  island,  the 

seminari/arc  tords,"~and  that  xvilb  respect   to  other  Communities,  i^c.  c^'C. 

Here" the  State  recognizes  in  the  Seminary  of  Montreal,  a  Community 


6lh  Pronf. 
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7th  Proof. 
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t's^gc. 


existing  like  other  Communities;— a  Community,  legally  established;— 
a  Community,  possessing  property  ; — a  Community,  Lords  of  the  Town 
antl  Island;— a  Community,  on  which  the  Legislature  imposes  a  public 
tax. — Surely  no  recognition  can  be  more  formal  or  conclusive. 

8t/ili/,  By  a  Decree  in  1722,   in  all  respects  similar  to  the  last,  and  which 
furnishes  the  same  jiroofs. 


Oth  Fnof. 
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The  legality  of  the  Establishment  at  Montreal  is  further  shewn,  by  the 
Letters  Patent  of  1677,  or  Foundation  Charter,  preserved  among  its  ar- 
chives, and  bearing  for  title,  *' Establishment  of  a  Seminary  in  the  Island  of 
Montreal;"  and  endorsed,  ''For  the  Estuhlishment  of  a  Seminary  in  New 
France."— The  Enrolment  of  these  Letters  Patent  bear  the  same  title,  and 
within  is  stated,  "  IFe  have  permitted  the7n[c],  and  do  by  these  pre- 
sents permit,  that  a  Community  and  Seminary  of  Ecclesiastics  be  established  in 
the  Island  of  Montreal," 


The  Seminary  of  Montreal  once  established,  necessarily  continued  after 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  in  the  manner  of  other  bodies  corporate. 

In  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  is  confounded 
with  the  other  religious  bodies,  and  is  designated  by  the  title  of  "  Commu- 
nity of  Priests  of  St.  Sulpice  of  Montreal."— The  Articles  then,  make  men- 
tion of  its  rules  and  constitutions,  and  therefore  clearly  designate  it  as  au 
independant  Community ;  and,  admitting  these  points  to  have  been  sub- 
jected to  the  pleasure  of  the  King,  so  long,  as  the  Sovereign  shall  not  have 
manifested  a  contrary  will,  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  undoubtedly  re- 
mains a  legal  established  Community  :  finally,  in  the  34th  Article  of  the 
Capitulation,  it  is  expressly  provided,  that,  "  all  the  Religious  Communities 
should  be  maintained  in  the  possession  of  their  property." 


Subsequent  to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  as  well  as  previous  to  that  event, 
the  Seminary  has  never  ceased  to  exercise  acts  of  ownership,  without  num- 
ber, and  in  all  which  it  has  invaiiably  acted  as  a  body  corporate: 
Blackstone,  in  his  Commentaries,  says,  custom  establishes  bodies;  and, 
as  we  have  shewn  before,  a  usage  of  thirty  years  was  sufiicient, 
according  to  the  ancient  French  jurisprudence;  and  the  law  on  this  head 
remains  unaltered  m  Canada.  Moreover,  the  DLclaration  of  1743,  as 
we  have  seen,  expressly  excepted  existing  establishments,  and  seminaries 
were  specially  exempted  from  the  necessity  of  producing  Letters  Patent 
to  prove  their  foundation. 


Government,  which  alone  possesses  a  right  to  contest  the  legality  of 
corpoiatioiis,  since  the  authority  of  the  state  can  alone  be  afi'ected  by  tlicin, 
has  so  dearly  recognized  the  establishment  at  Montreal  as  a  boily  corporate, 
that,  by  an  Order  in  C(jniicil  of  )7(>(',  a  rent  was  directed  to  be  paid  for 
the  Rfgistry  Olhce,  i)eloiigiMg  to  the  seminary,  ami  the  n)iimtes  of  the 
Registry  to  he  restored  ;  r.iul  in  1770,  the  Lieutenant  (Jovenior,  in  a  letter 
to  M.  *Montgol(icr,  then  superior  of  the  Kstahlishment,  directed  him  ta 
appoint  the  Registrar  ;• -now,  to  receive  rent  froi)>  Government  tor  a  Re- 
gislry  Ofllce,  ainl  to  be  authorized  to  keep  a  public  Registry,  and  to  ap- 
point t()  the  otiicc  of  Registrar,  are  clearly  privileges  tliat  Itelong  not 
to  the  individual  members  of  a  community  :  to  recognize,  tlierel'oro,  such 
privileges,  is  necessarily  to  recognize  them  as  appertaining  to  the  bo(l\'. 


[(]  Tlic  4-.Kk"iii-U>'- orilieC'Dn^rrgiUioMof  St.  Snli'icc  in  France. 


A  still  more  solemn  act  of  recognition  on  tlic  part  of  Government,  lias 
been,  its  acceptance  of  tlie  accustonictl  oaths  of  fealty  and  homai^c,  by  the 
Semiiiaiy  of  Montreal,  through  the  medium  ofM.  Hrassier,  an  individual 
member  of  that  establishment,  and  who  was  admitted  to  perform  this  duty 
in  his  ofticial  character  of  Procurator  for  the  Seminary,  without  siiewiuLf 
any  Procuration,  or  specifying  the  individual  Members  of  the  Kstabli^hment 
whom  he  was  allowed  to  represent :  privileges,  which  belong  only  to 
a  community,  or  body  corporate,  legally  established.  It  must  be  observed, 
likewise,  that  previous  to  the  performance  of  this  duty  of  fealty  and  ho- 
mage, M.  Brassier  produced  the  Letters  Patent  of  1677,  to  shew,  that  he 
was  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Seminary  as  a  legally  founded  Establishment  ; 
and  the  recognition  of  him  by  Government  in  this  his  official  character,  is 
conclusive  on  the  subject: — In  further  proof,  however,  the  instructions  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1817,  may  here  be  mentioned.  By  these  instructions  it  is  declared,  that, 
"  the  Society  of  Priests,  culled  Seminaries  of  Quebec  aud  Montreal,  are  autho' 
rized  to  fill  vacancies,  and  to  admit  new  members  according  to  the  rules  of  their 
foundation,"  And  the  instructions  then  enjoin,  that  "  these  Seminaries,  as 
well  as  all  other  Communities,  should  be  subjected  to  the  Royal  risitation.'* 


lOtTi  Fraof. 

Oaths  (jf 
Fealty  uiid 
llonmge. 


King's 
liibtructioRS. 


With  respect  to  the  legal  capacity  in  the  Seminary  of  Montreal,  of 
holding  property,  in  the  manner  of  other  corporate  bodies,  it  can  admit 
of  no  question. 

We  see  by  the  Letters  (termed  De  Terrier)  of  1695,  that  the  donation 
made  in  \663  to  the  Congregation  of  Saint  Sulpice,  had  been  expressly 
intended  for  an  Establishment  at  Montreal ;  and  by  the  Letters  Patent 
of  1677  this  donation  was  actually  assigned  to,  and  amortized  in  favour  of 
that  particular  Commun.ty  :  The  Seminary  is,  therefore,  as  clearly 
capable  of  holding  property,  as  any  Ecclesiastical  Corporation,  legally 
established  in  the  iBritish  dominions ;  and  it  would  be  needless  to  reca- 
pitulate the  evidence  already  deduced  on  this  head.  A  corporate  body 
is  a  society  recognized  by  the  law,  and  invested  with  all  the  rights  of  an 
individual,  and  an  Ecclesiastical  Commimity,  cannot  even  be  established, 
unless  possessions  be  assigned  for  its  foundation  ;  when,  therefore,  a 
Community  is  founded,  (as  was  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  by  Letters 
Patent  in  16'77)  it  necessarily  follows,  that  it  is  capable  of  possessing  and 
holding  property.  • 


11th  Proof". 

The  Semi- 
nary of 
Montreal 
capable  of 
holding  Pro- 
perty in  the 
Manner  of 
other  Corpo- 
rate Bodies. 


With  respect  to  the  legal  existence  of  the  Seminary  of  Montreal 
previous  to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  as  distinct  from  the  Mother  House 
in  France,  sutficient  evidence  has  been  shewn,  and  it  remains  for  those  who 
assert  that  the  Seminary  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence,  to  prove,  that  it 
has  lost  that  character ;  and  until  they  can  do  this,  the  Seminary  is  as 
clearly  justified  in  maintaining  its  rights,  as  any  other  Ecclesiastical  Corpo- 
ration within  the  King's  dominions. 

It  is  universally  known,  that  in  Catholic  States,  not  only  Religious 
Orders,  but  each  particular  House  or  Community,  is  entitled  to,  and  enjoys 
the  privileges  of  a  distinct  body  :  two  several  existences,  as  it  were,  may 
be  distinguished  in  a  Religious  Community,  the  one,  as  an  integral  portion 
of  \he  order,  the  other,  as  a  body  separately  constituted.  It  was  thus  the 
Seminary  of  Montreal  stood,  previous  to  the  conquest  of  Canada  ;  as  part 
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Uth  Proof. 

The  Serai- 
nary  of 
Montreal 
had  a  legal 
Existence, 
disi     ct  from 
the  House  of 
St  Sulpice  ia 
France. 


•of  the  Couaregation  of  Saint  Sulpicc,  it  bad  one  common  title,  hut  r.s 
a  »rt;7/'tM/</rll"iisc»r  Community  of  that  Congregation,  it  had  u  proper  aud 
tiistinct  existence. 

Previous  to  tlie  year  1677,  the  F.cclesiastics  of  the  Seminary  of  Montreal, 
hail  no  other  description,  than  as  members  of  the  congregation  of 
Saint  Sulpice  in  France;  hut,  from  the  moment,  the  Letters  Patent  of 
16'77,  had  erected  them  into  a  distinct  community,  the  Seminary  of  Mont- 
real acquired  as  such,  a  legal  existence,  together  with  all  the  corporate 
ri<'hts,  and  privileges,  belonging  to  a  distinct  establishment;  and  the  con- 
((iTest  of  Canada  effected  nothing  more  in  this  respect,  than  a  suspension  of 
all  correspondence  and  connexion,  between  the  Sulpiciens  in  Canada,  and 
their  brethren  in  France. 

Sonic  further  evidence,  of  less  moment,  may  here  be  offered. 

\st,  Notwithstanding  the  mend)ers  of  the  establishment  at  Montreal, 
hear  the  common  appellation  of  Sulpidens,  their  legal  description  is  exclu- 
sively, "  EcdciuisticsqJ  the  Saiibuiri/  of  Montreal,'' — a  description  entirely 
foreign  to  tlic  Sulpiciens  in  France. 

9.dty,  The  Oiheers,  or  Superiors,  of  the  two  several  Communities,  have 
ever  been  distinct  from  each  other. 

;j<//j/.  The  Community  of  Sulpiciens  in  France,  was  founded  by  M.  Olier, 
under  Letters  Patent,  in  the  year  16'«;  whereas,  the  Community  at  Mont- 
real, was  founded  by  other  Letters  Patent,  in  16'77. 

The  various  contracts  entered  into,  at  different  periods,  between  the 
two  establishments,  as  between  distinct  parties,  furnish  again  some  addi- 
tional proofs  ;  and  if  it  be  still  insisted,  that  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  had 
no  lecal  existence,  but  in  as  much  as  it  was  united  to  the  house  of  Saint 
Sulpice  in  France,  the  Foundation  Charter  of  the  former,  or  Letters  Patent 
of  1677,  which  on  this  supposition  would  have  been  nugatory;  furnish  a 
conclusive  answer  to  every  objection  on  this  head. 

Having  now,  we  trust,  presented  sufficient  evidence  in  support  of 
the  proposition,  that  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  has  a  legal  existence  as 
a  body  corporate,  and  is  consequently  entitled  to  its  possessions,  as  well 
as  to  all  privileges  incident  to,  and  in  common  with,  every  other  Ecclesias- 
tical Corporation  in  the  British  dominions;  it  must  become  matter  for 
surprise,  that  any  assertion  should  have  been  so  far  hazarded,  as  to  call  the 
same  in  (juestiou;  as  well  might  the  title  of  every  ancient  family  in  Canada 
to  the  possessions  of  their  forefathers,  be  brought  into  doubt ;  for  certainly 
these  families  could  not  produce  evidence  so  full,  or  proofs  so  abundant, 
as  those  which  are  here  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Seminary  of  Montreal. 

Reasons  of  a  higher  nature  are  here  purposely  abstained  from  :  the  chival- 
rous and  religious  attachment  of  the  Canadian  people  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, has  in  these  times,  no  ordinary  value;  and  the  Government  of  Great 
IJritain,  is  the  last  in  Europe,  from  whom  any  hostile  feeling  is  looked  tor 
towards  religious  Institutions,  ca  wiiich  so  much  of  the  good  order,  happi- 
jiess,  and  attachment  of  its  people  depend. 


V 


